
The jury praised the “inspirational use of steel” in 
the “complex, three-dimensional and detailed 
stainless steel casing of the booster station”.     			
[Jury report, Dutch National Steel Award 2006. Booster won the Design Award]
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task description

preliminary design, final design,

technical design and specification,

aesthetical monitoring
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status   completed

start design   February 2002

start construction   November 2003
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awards   winner Dutch Steel Award 2006 

Booster station south, amsterdam



Concept

situationground plan

facade impressions

Booster Station-Zuid in Amsterdam is primarily a utility building which 

contains a technical plant, a pumping-engine for sluicing out sewage. 

The location in the public realm asks for a careful design, especially 

because Booster is located next to a busy traffic junction, where ele-

vated metro lines, railways, roads and motorways intersect. 

The building can be seen as a metaphorical reference to a streamlined 

engine. The clinging, aerodynamic skin forms an envelope for the 

buildings technical program. It also emphasises the relation between 

form and function the building reveals its ducts. The constant stream 

of passengers by car, metro, train or bicycle perceive the Booster Sta-

tion as a futuristic sculpture. With its cladding of stainless steel panels 

it reflects the movements, shapes and colours of the environment. At 

night the illuminated seams in the steal skin make the building look 

like a mesh-model. Mass turns into mesh.
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By cladding the volume in reflective 
steel panels, the building mirrors the 
colours of its surroundings.  

At night, grid and seams are 
illuminated, thus enhancing the 
impression of a skin.
[concept, january 2002]
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